Gap Year panelists will include:
Holly Bull (Center for Interim Programs) has counseled over a thousand families through the gap-year process for the last twenty years. Her company helps students match interests with over 5,600 internships, volunteer positions, apprenticeships, and cultural study programs.  She will address the benefits of a gap year, address parent and student concerns, and describe a wide range of available programs.  She has been on a number of gap-year panels with college admissions officials and can offer some perspectives of how these institutions view the gap-year option.
 
Alexandra Curley is a 2000 graduate of Yorktown High School. After graduation, she joined AmeriCorps National Civilian Community Corps (NCCC) which is a full-time, team-based residential program for 18-24 year olds. The mission of the NCCC is to strengthen communities through direct, team-based national and community service.  In partnership with non-profits, local municipalities, state governments, federal government, national or state parks, Indian Tribes and schools, NCCC members complete service projects throughout the region they are assigned. In NCCC, some of Alex’s projects included constructing homes for low-income families in Southern California and building trails with the U.S. Forest Service in Oregon. Upon completion of the NCCC program, Alex attended the College of Wooster and received a BA in Spanish. She returned to NCCC once again in 2005 to serve as team leader, where her team spent over half of the service year doing disaster relief projects in Louisiana and Mississippi after Hurricane Katrina. Alex currently works at the Corporation for National & Community Service in Washington, DC.
 
Jenny Skillman Davis is a Program Development Manager, for AFS USA.  AFS USA is part of a global network under the AFS International consortium, and sends approximately 11,000 high school and young adult participants on programs each year.  AFS International is a non-profit organization working to provide intercultural learning opportunities through global volunteer partnerships.   AFS Gap Year programs provide a unique immersion experience and an ideal venue to explore the world. High school graduates may choose from the following options: community service, university study abroad, or a 5th year of high school.   Programs are available in Costa Rica, Paraguay, Panama and Honduras.  Described as a "Junior Peace Corps", AFS gap year programs work with many organizations in varying fields which aim to find a suitable placement based on interests and experience.  Participants may work on environmental and conservation projects, teach in under privileged schools, help make sustainable changes in less developed parts of the world, and many other ideas. 

